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The International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour is an opportunity to 

highlight the commitment of all governments to take urgent action to secure the prohibition 

and elimination of this form of exploitation and abuse.  

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes a pledge to end all forms  

of child labour by 2025, including the recruitment and use of child soldiers.   

 

The past 20 years have seen significant progress on eliminating child labour.  Some 

100 million children have left the labour market for the classroom.  Many countries have 

tackled the issue at its roots, by reducing poverty and providing better access to education, 

health, and job opportunities.  Governments have formed broad coalitions with social 

partners, civil society and United Nations agencies.  

 

However, more than 150 million children are still trapped in work and deprived  

of access to education, leisure, and a healthy childhood.  The Covid-19 pandemic now 

threatens to reverse years of progress by increasing unemployment, poverty and school 

closures. 

 

Children need strong advocates, if we are to prevent the loss of a generation to 

COVID-19.  Their voices must be heard, especially those of the most marginalized.  We also 

need to listen to survivors of child labour. 

 

In this pivotal International Year, I urge all governments, international and regional 

organizations, and the entire United Nations family to increase cooperation and pool 

resources in support of the ‘Fair Share to End Child Labour’ campaign, launched by Nobel 

Peace Prize Laureate Kailash Satyarthi, in coordination with other laureates and leaders.  

Solutions start with addressing inequalities and discrimination, and providing decent work 

and strong social safety nets to families.  

 

The upcoming World Day Against Child Labour, and the Global Conference on the 

Elimination of Child Labour in 2022 in South Africa, will be key opportunities to express 

support and document progress.  

 

Children deserve a future, and it is in our hands to act, inspire others and scale up 

what works.  This year must be a turning point to eliminate child labour once and for all.  


